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First Ontario County Casella Environmental Waste Management

Scholarship Winners Announced

The Ontario County Board of Supervisors announced they will present more than $27,000 in academic scholarships to nine Ontario County college students who are pursuing majors in environmental studies, agriculture or agricultural business including waste management. Presentation of the Casella Environmental Waste Management Scholarships will take place on Thursday, September 15, 2005 at 6:30 p.m. on the third floor of the Ontario County Courthouse, 27 North Main Street, Canandaigua, N.Y. Carmen Orlando, Chairman of the Ontario County Board of Supervisors said, “This is a wonderful opportunity for Ontario County youth to receive scholarship dollars for college with no cost to taxpayers. Thanks to Casella Waste Systems, we will be able to provide these scholarships on an on-going basis for many years to come.”

Casella Waste Systems, Inc. recently established a 20-year fund to support this scholarship to encourage students to pursue college-level studies and careers in the fields of environmental studies, agriculture and waste management. Geoffrey Astles, Ontario County Administrator said, “This scholarship is one way our citizenry benefits from the public/private partnership we have with Casella Waste Systems. We congratulate all of the winners and look forward to future opportunities for our students in Ontario County.”

Each scholarship recipient who is a college junior or senior will receive $5,000 and each sophomore or freshman will receive $2,500.  Joseph Marinelli, District Superintendent of Wayne-Finger Lakes BOCES, which serves as the scholarship coordinating agency said, “We are pleased to partner with Ontario County government and Casella Waste Systems to facilitate this academic scholarship program supporting careers in the environmental, agriculture and waste management fields.” 

College junior and senior recipients of  $5,000 scholarships are:

Kathryn Adams
Cornell University, College of Agriculture & Life Sciences senior and a graduate of Red Jacket High School in Manchester-Shortsville

Steve Young
Cornell University, College of Agriculture & Life Sciences senior and a graduate of Midlakes High School in Clifton Springs

College freshman and sophomore recipients of $2,500 scholarships are:

Christine Garvey
Cornell University, College of Agriculture & Life Sciences sophomore and a graduate of Victor High School

Hilary Lockwood
Clarkson University Environmental Science & Policy Program freshman and a graduate of Victor High School

Christopher Ridley
Finger Lakes Community College freshman and a graduate of Red Jacket High School in Manchester-Shortsville

Bridgette Rivers
Cornell University, College of Agriculture & Life Sciences freshman who will be transferring credits from Finger Lakes Community College and is a graduate of Victor High School

Alyssia Tucker
Cornell University College of Agriculture & Life Sciences freshman in Horticulture and is a graduate of Canandaigua Academy.

Eric Westfall
SUNY Morrisville Agricultural Mechanics program and is a graduate of Midlakes High School and the Wayne-Finger Lakes BOCES Technical and Career Center

Hannah Young
Cornell University, College of Agriculture & Life Sciences freshman and a graduate of Midlakes High School

Each scholarship recipient was chosen by a team of reviewers including, Carol Urbaitis, Dean of Student Services and Enrollment Management at Finger Lakes Community College; Tom Drennen, Associate Professor of Economics & Director of Environmental Studies at Hobart & William Smith Colleges; and Joe Galante, Director of Technical/Career and Continuing Education and Jack McCabe, Associate Superintendent from Wayne-Finger Lakes BOCES. Recipients were chosen for their outstanding academic records and for essays written on his/her dedication to a career that will support the environment.  

Ontario County college or college-bound students interested in applying for the 2006-2007 Casella Waste Management Scholarships are directed to view the requirements on the Wayne-Finger Lakes BOCES website www.wflboces.org and contact Madeleine Hemmings, Wayne-Finger Lakes BOCES Grants Coordinator at 315-332-7379 or mhemmings@wflboces.org.

Wayne-Finger Lakes BOCES (Board of Cooperative Educational Services) is an agency which provides educational services and programs for 25 school districts and residents of Wayne, Ontario, Seneca and Yates counties. 
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